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Hours of Operation:
Tuesdays & Thursdays 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

You May AIso Call the Museum to Schedule an Appointment
(330) 6s9-0336 www.richfieldohiohistoricalsociety. org
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All evenb mentioned in this newsletter are subject to change so prease be sure to check our
website or call Karen at 330-6594750 for updates.

2 TAKEMEBACK SERIES
PRESENTATIONS YOU DON'T

WANT TO MISS!

We have two more TakeMeBack Series presentations scheduled for this calendar year. Both are free and open to the

public. All pandemic protocols in effect at the time of the presentations will be observed. Mask wearing is strongly

encouraged.

"History of the Cleveland Union Terminal" will be presented by Rebecca McFarland and Tom Pappas on Sunday,

September 26,2:00 p.m., atthe Richfield Fellowship Hall,3903 Broadview Road (right nexttothe Museum). Cleveland

was still a boom town in the 1920s. Much of this progress was tied to the building of the Terminal Tower by the Van

Sweringen brothers. The brothers saw a future in rail shipping and made certain that Cleveland was positioned to benefit

from the building of a big, new terminal that welcomed commerce and personal travel. The complex, now known as Tower

City Center, was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1976.

On Sunday, October 24, 2:OO p.m., at Fellowship Hall, Dr. Gary Domanick will share with us the importance in

remembering the D-Day lnvasion at Normandy Beach. Along with our allies, our country made its largest and most

complex invasion ever--through Operation Overload on the coast of France. Dr. Domanick will review the five beaches,

what happened on each, and what took place after our troops moved inland. He will also discuss some of the Battle of the

Bulge's important events. He will have maps and wriften documents to share. Audience participation will be encouraged.
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HISTORY OF RICHFIELD
WALKING TOURS _

EXPERIENCE A

Join the Richfield Historical Society at 1:00 p.m. on any Sunday afternoon during the month of October, when the Society
will magically transport you back In time with its annual History of Richfield Walking Tours. lts narrators/storytellers will
take you on a leisurely walk (approximately 1 mile) as you enjoy a 1-hour talk. Participants will meet at the Museum
(located at 3907 Broadview Road) for the start of each tour except the October 31 tour, where attendees will meet at the
West Richfield Cemetery. Please follow all pandemic protocols in effect at the time.

On October 3, attendees will take the 'loop' tour which will follow Grant Street north to High Street and then back over to
Broadview Road. Along the way, they'll observe the town's oldest public buildings still in continuous use (Historical
Museum of Richfield - 1883, Fellowship Hall - 1838 and Masonic Hall - 1864), several post-Civil War homes, and the
oldest West Richfield residence.

On October 10, participants will walk to the east center of Richfield where they'll discover what puts the 'mill' into Mill
Street, view the church that was cut in two and observe some of the newest buildings in town across from one of the
oldest - the United Church of Christ.

The October 17 century homes tour will travel west along W. Streetsboro Road where participants will be able to note the
architecture and hear stories about the earlier inhabitants of these charming and well-maintained historic structures.

Participants on the October 24 tour will learn about historic structures they can "View fqqm the Green". They are then
invited to attend Dr. Gary Domanick'5 TakelieBack series talk on nThe D-Day lnvasion at Normandy Beach - Operation
Overlord to the Battle of the Bulge" which will take place at 2 p.m.in Fellowship Hall.

The final tour will take place on October 31. Aftendees will meet by the flagpole in the West Richfield Cemetery located at
4219 Broadview Road. Here they will do some sleuthing to uncover clues to mysteries, both solved and unsolved,
throughout this reverential site.

RHS MEMBERSHIP MEETING
TO BE HELD

Join us on Sunday, November 7,2:00 p.m., at Richfield Fellowship Hall (3903 Broadview Road), for our RHS membership
meeting where we'll hold election of officers and trustees as well as hear a 'State of the Society" and learn about
preliminary plans f or 2022.

The Museum will be open on Thursday, November 11, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., with a special display of military uniforms
dating from the Civil War to the Vietnam War, in observance of Veterans Day and to honor all those who have served our
country. This year is the 100th anniversary of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier--dedicated on November 11, 1921.
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RHS COSTUMEruINTAGE
JEWELRY SALE

The Society is holding a costume/vintage jewelry sale on Saturday, November 1 3, from 1 -3 p.m., at Fellowship Hall. Over
200 pieces of vintage and modern costume jewelry will be available for purchase*-including eanings, necklaces,
brooches, and pins. While most of the jewelry is from the Virginia Carter estate, there are also items that have been
picked up at various estate sales. Some pieces are from the early collections of CoroMeiss/MoneUlino/Trifari and
Honora. Each piece has been thoroughly cleaned and polished--and maker marks have been identified. Admission is

free. Pandemic protocols in effect at the time will be observed and mask wearing is strongly encouraged.

KIRBY'S MILL RESTORATION/
HISTORIC HOME STABILIZATION

AT RICHFIELD HERITAGE PRESERVE

The Friends of Crowell Hilaka's (FoCH) 100-day fundraising campaign, to help restore Kirby's Mill, was extremely
successful--raising a little over $50,000. The watenuheel is being restored and will be placed back on the Mill sometime
this fall. The concrete wheel pit and wheel support pillars are also going to be repaired. Additional repairs are still needed
to fully restore the Mill--including the swinging bridge, exterior stairway, wheel deck, balcony, and flume. With the public's

continued assistance, however, the Mill can be fully rehabilitated in time for its 100th birthday in2022.

FoCH is also working hard on stabilizing some of Richfield Heritage Preserve's other historic structures--including
replacing the copper gutters and doing some masonry repair at North House.

For more information about FoCH, its Mill restoration project and/or any of its historic home stabilization projects, go to
friendsofcrowel lh i laka.orq.
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GOOD NEWS FOR
OVIATT HOUSE INCORPORATED.-

THREEFOLD!

Oviatt House lncorporated (OHl) signed an agreement with the Richfield Joint Recreation District board to restore and

preserve the historic Oviatt House located in Richfield Heritage Preserve--and they are also now a nonprofit with tax-

exempt status. As a 501(c)(3), they are eligible to apply for government and foundation grants--expanding access to

resources and allowing work to begin on the structure. They are also able to accept fully tax-deductible monetary

donations which will help them meet their $250,000 restoration goal. And, drum roll please, RHS was one of the first to

step up by making a $10,000 contribution to this worthy cause and helping to save an important piece of Richfield's

history! 100% of all contributions will go toward OHI's mission--to restore and preserve the historic Oviatt House located

in Richfield Heritage Preserve, to honor its significant ties to the Underground Railroad, preserve the pioneer spirit of the

Western Reserve, and inspire the community and future generations to celebrate the freedom it represents. OHI will

hosting FUNdraising Fridays on each of the five Fridays in October. Check out their "Oviatt House" Facebook page on

October 1 for details. For more information about OHI and how to donate toward their efforts, go to their website

www.oviatthousel336.com. You can also emailthem at oviatthousel836@9mail.com.

WHEN DOING YOUR SHOPPING
ON AMAZON, THINK RHS!

Please visit the home page of our website (richfieldohiohistoricalsociety.orq) to find out how you can do your shopping

from the convenience of home and at the same time raise funds for the Richfield Historical Society simply by shopping

online through Amazon and its AmazonSmile program. Your purchases will not only bring someone joy but will also

benefit all we do here at the Society. Be sure to think Amazon and the Richfield Historical Society when doing your

shopping--especially now with the holidays approaching!

DID YOU KNOW ...

From "w\ nir.history,com"

... In recent years, cities to which the lrish ultimately emigrated during and in the decades afterthe lrish Potato Famine

(1845-1852) have offered various commemorations to the lives lost. Boston, New York City, Philadelphia and Phoenix in

the United States, as well as Montreal and Toronto in Canada, have erected lrish hunger memorials, as have various

cities in lreland, Australia and Great Britain.

... Reigning for nearly a half-century, Augustus became the longest-serving ruler in Roman history and ushered in two
centuries of peace and prosperity known as the Pax Romana.

... Anthropologist Robin Skelton suggested the association between witches and brooms may have roots in a pagan

fertility ritual, in which rural farmers would leap and dance astride poles, pitchforks or brooms in the light of the full moon

to encourage the growth of their crops. This "broomstick dance," she wrote, became confused with common accounts of
witches flying through the night on their way to orgies and other illicit meetings.
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RICIIFIELD MSTORICAL SOCIETY
2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES ATID DONATIONS

The year 2020 was difficult for everyone - lncluding non-profits. The Richfield Historical Society's income from memberships and donations was

down considerably, and we had to cancel alt our fundraisers (including an exciting new one we had been planning!). Unfortunately, our expexrses

continued and were nearly twice ow income (even though we cut back as much as possible). Now, more than ever, we need you to renew your RHS

membership and additionally to give thought to becoming an RHS donor. Your "investrnent" will help keep Richfield's past alive and preserve

our fuhge. These two opporhrniGs are the primary sources of contributed income for the Historical Museum of Richfield and build a foundation of
unrestricted support - meaning they will be used where needed most. The membership year nrns from lanuary through December. If you have

already renewed your membership for 2021 (the year listed on your mailing label wilt show when you last renewed - if there is no year

indicaied, that means you haven't renewed since before 2016!) or are a Me member (designated by (LM" on your mailing label), we thank
you and ask that you consider making a donation to the Society, if you haven't already done SO. Donations are tax deductible to the extent

allowed by law as ihe Society is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization. Be sure to check with your unployer to find out if they offer matching grants

for employee donations. Also, please consider naming the Richfield Historical Society as a beneficiary in your Will.

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

Individual
Family
Student
Business

Lifetime

$ 15.00

$ 20.00
$ 5.00
$100.00

$150.00

DONORLEWLS

In addilion to your RHS membersbip dua, please consider nahing a donation to the Society. Levels available are:

_ Please check here ifyou wish to receive the gincentive" gift(s) for your donation (note that incentive gifts are offered for donations

only)

Historian $25.00 - $49.00 - receives RHS presents Richfield, Ohio Playing Cards 1* or 2"dEdition (circle your choice ofedition)
and newsletter

$50.00 -- $99.00 - receives RHS presents fuchfield, Ohio Playing Cards 1* or 2od Edition (circle your choice of edition)

and newslettsr

$100.00 - $499.00 - receives both sets of RHS presents fuchfield, Ohio Playing Cards and newsletter

$500.00 and up - receives Richfield Bicentennial Throw, both sets of RHS presents Ricbfiel{ Ohio Playing Cards and

newsletter.
Please circle choice of throw color: RED GREEN BLIIE

any amount under $25.00

Donation Made (circle one) in Memory or Honor of

Archivist

Curator

Preservationist

Researcher

Name:

Address:

Home Phone:

Email:

Street (or p,o. box number) City State Zip Code

Cell Phone:

I prefer to receive my copy of the RHS newsletter by (check one): _ regular mail email

Please mail this form and your payment (checks 1o cpisfufi61fl Historical Society") to Richfield Historical Societyo P.O. Box 215, Richfiel4
oH44286.
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to the following for supporting the Richfield Historical Society through your generous gifts:

Paul & Sherry Ellsworth
ln memory of
Richard Ellsworth

Pete & Kathy Schueler

Larry & Gail Cholensky
ln memory of Mildred (Picha) Cholensky
&the Picha Family

Karen Smik
ln memory of Louise Pafterson
&GeraldWalE,

Jeff & Regina Taussig
Jeff & Mary Ann Thomas
Jon & Joan Wolf

ln memory of Kat W. Brothers
Rich#d-Jandrey

ln memory of Regina JandreY
Joann Martinak

ln memory of Jerry & Jeff Maftinak
Mary M. Ryan

ln memory of "old" Nchfield Elementary
Rich & Linda Fleming

ln memory of Geraldine Wakeling
Donna Nelson
ln memory of Beftha Grimm

Researcher
Helen Marshall
Robert Neillie
Chris Sweet

ln Memory of the Eastwood
& Vowles Families

Historian
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Carpinelli
Kathryn Fedrowisch

ln memory of Edwin Fedrowisch
Clive Fe2er

ln honor of the Oviaft House
Judy Heit

ln honor of the "old' Richfield Hementaryl
Heather & Dennis Liccardi
Juanita & BillTaylor
Sue Tedick

ln memory of Genldine Wakeling
Rose Marie Torma

ln Memory of Jane & Joseph Torma
Pieter & Betty (Luther) Vandermeer

ln honor of the Luther Family


