May through August 2025 Newsletter

A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT

After 56 years in the plumbing
industry, | am fully retired! The
adjustment has been rather
difficult for me to get used to.
Having every day be the same
as every other day just leaves
me in a quandary. The weather
over the last few weeks or so,
since l've become a ‘“retiree”,
has been so changeable that it mirrors my adjusting to
the “new me"! So, having said that, here are a few
things | can remark about.

The number one activity for the RHS this year has been
spearheaded by Kitty Butler and her amazing efforts to
begin the plans for the 250th anniversary of the United
States’ founding. I'm certain there is more in this
month's reportage. | want to personally thank Kitty and
those on our Board for their wonderful work so far in
laying the groundwork for an amazing celebration!

The other item of import is not actually an RHS event,
but one that we have been involved with and have
heartily supported since before the Richfield Heritage
Preserve was formed. As you know, the Friends group
was the impetus for the Society throwing our support
behind the purchase of the property. Since then, we've
been on their side wholeheartedly and will be in the
future. There has been a great deal of consternation
between the Friends and the governing body of the
Preserve. (And | want to interject a personal note here.
| always refer to the “Preserve” as just that -- a
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Preserve as stated in the chosen name that was given
to the Preserve from the beginning. The governing
board, as well as many others, refer to the Preserve as
just another “park”. | take great exception to that!
Michal and | counted all the parks within and bordering
Richfield and came up with an estimated ELEVEN other
parks! Eleven! The “Preserve” is so much more than all
those eleven! There are a few that most of Richfield
may not even know exist! How many of you are aware
of Kniss Woods Nature Preserve on Southern Road?
There are several others of little impact and even less
importance in that eleven. (OK, | need to take a deep
breath here!)

One other item of importance is the RHS building -- the
Old Richfield Township Hall. The Village Council has
floated a few "ldeas" for different uses for our building.
Moving us to the house at Eastwood Preserve (which
would hold maybe 10% of the artifacts in our
collection!), so that the building could be used as a
"theater" for plays!? From an outsider's point of view, it
may seem like a natural use, what with the stage and
the balcony. A few exceptions that | find are -- there
isn't an area for a dressing room and the bathrooms
are in the basement. That would require any
handicapped individuals to exit the building, go down
the ramp and behind the building to come through the
door and down a few steps to access them. | get rather
worked up about this, as you may have noticed, so I'll
close now.

Thank you for your support of the Museum and the
RHS!

Paul Swan, President

RHS GARAGE SALE - DONATIONS WANTED!

The Society will be participating in the 43rd Annual Richfield Community Gar-
age Sale on Saturday, June 7, from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Our sale will be set up at
3245 Riding Run Road in Richfield (the home of our treasurer) due to parking
problems at the Museum, and we'll be offering various “treasures” — including
toys, household items, books, jewelry, handmade ceramics, water cooler, glass-
es, vintage records, hot dog and bun cooker, and more -- all donated by
friends and members of RHS. Hope you can stop by to browse and buy! All
funds raised will go toward supporting the Society’s efforts.

If you are spring cleaning and have items you'd like to donate for the Society’s
garage sale, let us know. We will pick up a limited number of items -- but noth-
ing too large or heavy. Leave a message on the Museum phone (330) 659-
[ | 0336 to let us know you have something to be picked up, and we'll make the

necessary arrangements with you.
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TAKEMEBACK SERIES 2025 PRESENTATIONS

Enjoy some fascinating tales of history!

On Wednesday, May 14 at 7:00 p.m., at Richfield Fellowship Hall, Chris Gillcrist of the National Museum of the
Great Lakes will present “Arrgh — A History of Piracy on the Great Lakes." Join us for a historical and cultural re-
examination of piracy and its implications for understanding Great Lakes history. No parrots or peg legs included
but a healthy dose of thievery, mutiny, and other unsavory tales will be shared.

On Tuesday, June 17 at 7:00 pm, Bill Cook will present “Two Families / One Flag” - the story of two soldiers from
opposing sides of World War Il whose families are connected through a flag.

John Burke -- of John Burke's Living History -- will present “Oliver Wolcott -- Signer of the Declaration of
Independence” on Wednesday, July 23, 7:00 p.m., at Richfield Fellowship Hall. Originally from Connecticut and a
Yale-educated lawyer, Wolcott was also a soldier in the French and Indian War, a major general of the
Connecticut militia, and a Founding Father who signed both the Declaration of Independence and the Articles of
Confederation. Find out the true story of the Declaration of Independence and discover some interesting
anecdotes about some of the other Founding Fathers.

On Tuesday, August 26 at 7:00 pm, Carl Quatraro will present "The Toledo War" - where a border dispute
between Ohio and the Michigan territory nearly erupted into an armed conflict in 1835 when both claimed
ownership of the Toledo area. Is this the root of the Ohio-Michigan rivalry?

All presentations will be held in Fellowship Hall (3903 Broadview Road). They are free and open to the public.
For event updates, please visit our website at richfieldohiohistoricalsociety.org.

THANK YOU BATH VOLUNTEERS FOR SERVICE!

The Richfield Historical Society is very thankful for the
recent $240 grant received from the Bath Volunteers
for Service (BVS). Our Museum is special because of its
age, but it can also be a challenge due to the nature
of its walls. They are very fragile -- which means we
can only hang a portion of our framed art and artifacts
collection at one time. We were faced with coming up
with a system for safely storing our framed items that
would not only protect them but also make them easy
to identify. Thanks to a BVS grant last year, we were
able to purchase various sizes of Art Pakk Smart Bags
-- which are reusable, water and mildew resistant,
cushioned, and have a clear plastic slot for inserting
information about the art contained within the bag.

JOIN US FOR THE SOCIETY'S This year’s grant will allow us to purchase additional

Art Pakk Smart Bags and a rack to hold the paintings.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING We are extremely appreciative of BVS’s support of our
efforts!

The Society will hold its Annual Membership
Meeting on Sunday, June 29, 2:00 p.m., at Richfield
Fellowship Hall (3903 Broadview Road). The
meeting will include a “State of the Society”
summary, a preview of upcoming activities and
events, and the election of RHS officers and trustees.
It will also feature a special Picture This
presentation, “Richfield Now and Then,” which will
include photos from the Museum's collection --
accompanied by a captivating narration from RHS
photo archivist and Vice President Mark Mitchell.
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RICHFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY GARDEN TOUR & PLANT SWAP/SALE

RHS will be holding a Garden Tour — which will feature 5 intriguing gardens
-- on Saturday, June 14 from 11 am to 4 pm. Tickets are $10 and may be
purchased that day — beginning at 10 am. In conjunction with the tour, the

= Society will also be holding a plant swap/sale. Bargains galore (prices are
bor Y typically between $1.00-$3.00) will be offered on a variety of perennials
LS and houseplants. If you'd like to donate labeled perennial plant divisions or
: ' houseplant cuttings, bring them in waterproof containers to the Museum at
8 10 a.m. that day.
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Because of anticipated restoration work on the Museum (during which time
the Museum will be closed to the public), both the tour ticket sales and the plant swap/sale will take place at the
new pavilion located on the Village Green in the center of town. Parking will be in the municipal lot located by
the Museum. Fellowship Hall (located just south of the Museum) will be open for restrooms and drinking water
that day.

For more information about the tour and/or the plant swap/sale, call Linda Fleming at 330-659-0336 or 330-
659-6819. Since we only have an estimated time schedule from the Village of Richfield (who own the building in
which the Museum is located) as to when the restoration work will begin and end, things could change -- so
please be sure to check our website for any updates.

OUR ANTIQUES DETECTIVE WILL SLEUTH OUT YOUR TREASURES

Discover the value of a favorite flea market find or treasured
family heirloom at the Richfield Historical Society’s “Antiques

'h/(lgil? sional -- with over 37 years of experience collecting and
q rﬁ dealing in antiques -- will evaluate artifacts for $5 each (limit
p of three items per person). Registration (including pictures
as well as a description and brief history -- if known -- of

your items) is  required. Contact Karen at
kls1650@roadrunner.com or (330) 659-4750 for details.

Detective” (our version of an antiques roadshow) on Satur-
day, September 13, at Richfield Fellowship Hall (3903
Broadview Road). From 11:00 am-1:00 pm, a local profes-

Thank you to the following for supporting the Richfield Historical Society through your generous gifts:

Preservationist ($500.00 and up)
Village of Richfield

Jeff & Regina Taussig

Douglas Wisneski in honor of Ellen Wisnieski Lazecko and in
memory of Walter & Mildred Wisnieski

100.00-$499.00

Curator

25.00-$49.00

Mike & Sharon Hargrove Historian

Peter Schueler

Karen Smik in memory of Louise (Waltz) Patterson and Gerald
Waltz

Archivist ($50.00-$99.00,
Dean E. Davis
Richard Jandrey in memory of Regina Jandrey

Joann Martinak in memory of Jerry & Jeff Martinak

Mary M. Ryan in memory of Richfield Elementary School on Rt 303

David & Karen Butera
Roy Richardson

Ethan & Tricia Steiner
Rose Marie Torma

Researcher (any amount under $25.00)

Linda Wilhelm Murr in memory of deceased classmates of Revere
High Class of 1961

David Stetz

Chris Sweet /in honor of the Eastwood & Vowles Family
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JOIN THE SOCIETY IN CELEBRATING OUR COUNTRY’S SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL!
by Kitty Butler

Our country will be celebrating its 250th anniversary on July 4, 2026. The Richfield Historical Society has eight
large projects planned, all of which are open to the students in the Revere Local School District and the Brecks-
ville-Broadview Heights City School District, the residents in the six nursing care centers in Bath and Richfield, as
well as the communities of Bath and Richfield. Paul Swan, president of the Richfield Historical Society, and Linda
Fleming, the consummate Museum researcher, are the Society’'s Semiquincentennial Chairs.

One of the most rewarding elements of planning the Semiquincentennial is the extent to which the residents of
the Bath and Richfield communities have become involved and have reached out to the members of the Richfield
Historical Society to offer their assistance and expertise in preparing for this historic event.

=N Dwayne Gentner and Reggie Taussig are getting assistance from the ‘Taussig

Girls’, Becky and Sue, to develop and construct the Patriot Wall of Fame that

will be debuted on July 4, 2026. Both trustees are very familiar with the Sons

— (SAR) and Daughters (DAR) of the American Revolution databases as well as

the special collections area at the Akron-Summit County Library and will use

these tools to confirm Patriots. They are currently working on thirty-three Pa-

triots, including two direct descendants of signers of the Declaration of Inde-

pendence. Dwayne is also preparing to present an American Revolutionary
= exhibit at the Museum.

The parade committee -- consisting of the ‘Baraona Girls’ — Elizabeth, Katie, Annie, and Maggie — Kitty Paulett
Butler, her niece Johanna Bibro, and Michal Swan -- is working closely with the administration of the Revere Local
School District to have the best-ever, old-fashioned parade with floats, the Revere High School marching band,
the SAR Honor Guard, equestrians, and fire engines. It is scheduled for May 27, 2026.

Rena Alessio Baker is the number one scavenger hunt go-to person in N.E. Ohio -- and she has volunteered to
work with Linda Fleming from the Richfield Historical Society and Lee Darst from the Bath Historical Society. She
is also coordinating her efforts with Marcia Roach, the Revere Local School District Curriculum Coordinator. The
twelve historic sites will be scattered throughout Richfield and Bath. This educational activity will provide fun for
the entire family.

Linda Fleming has a John Brown committee comprised of Jack Boltz, an OSU senior history major, and two Rich-
field Civic Organization volunteers — Martha Zelinski and Malonie Moeller. They are helping the Richfield Histori-
cal Society expand our John Brown display, in conjunction with the Summit County Historical Society. Martha and
Malonie are both home-school mothers, and we've asked them to develop hands-on activities for children in
grades three and four that we can then offer to our elementary school teachers. John Brown, and the Under-
ground Railroad, have a strong legacy in Richfield and Northeast Ohio.

The effort put forth by the staff at Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School (under the direction of Principal
Kevin Jakub) and Revere High School (under the direction of Principal Doug Faris), in making the banner project a
reality for the six communities served by the two schools, is nothing short of spectacular. They have spent the
entire school year developing the banners, which are serving as a model for other school districts to adopt.

Scott Luther, along with other Richfield residents, is working on ideas to publicize the America250 — Ohio logo.
This is a work-in-progress, and we hope to have more to report in the next couple of months.

TakeMeBack is a long-standing speakers’ series that the Richfield Historical Society provides free of charge to the
residents of Bath and Richfield, as well as many surrounding communities. Under the direction of Karen Smik,
some of the speakers over the course of the next seven or eight months will present topics related to the Sem-
iquincentennial.

As these initiatives continue to evolve, additional information will become available on the Society's website.
Mark Mitchell does an excellent job of keeping it up to date. We are encouraging community members to log in
on a regular basis to become more familiar with the history of the Western Reserve and the part that Richfield
played in its growth over the past 250 years.

We welcome all of you to join the members of the Richfield Historical Society, along with your friends and neigh-
bors, in preparing for one of the most exciting historic events in our lifetime.



| — PICKET FENCE ART SHOW - WHERE ART RULES!

' ' D Are you on the fence about what artwork to purchase for yourself or as a
Fé @ﬁ gift? Then you need to stop by the 23rd Picket Fence Art Show -- which will
) be held on Sunday, August 10, from 1:00 -5:00 pm at Richfield Fellowship

' ] ' ‘ Hall (3903 Broadview Road). The eagerly anticipated show is sponsored by

: the Richfield Historical Society and the Richfield-Hinckley Art Group. This
- prestigious art event originated with Theo and Ane Marie Kirk -- who host-
. ed a weekly art group at their home and restaurant, then known as the
- Danish Smorgasbord. The art group organized and held the original out-
door art show, known as “The Picket Fence Art Show” (where framed art-

=" work hung on an actual snow fence), back in the mid-1950s and 1960s at
the historic Farnam Manor. While the event’s format and location may have changed over the years, admission
remains free to the public. Original framed art, ceramics, photography, jewelry, and fine crafts will be on display
and available for purchase. For more information about the event or if interested in participating in the show as
an artist, contact Linda Fleming at 330-659-0336 or 330-659-6819. There is a $10 participation fee, and a lim-
it of 4-5 pieces of framed artwork per artist. Entries will be accepted as space allows.

OHIO & ERIE CANAL CELEBRATES 200TH ANNIVERSARY

The Ohio & Erie Canal, a vital waterway for Ohio’s growth, is celebrating its bicentennial in 2025. At the begin-
ning of the 19th century, Ohio was geographically isolated from the economic vitality of the east coast. This was
an issue that both George Washington and Thomas Jefferson discussed as early as 1787. Politicians and busi-
nessmen lobbied for the building of a canal to connect Lake Erie to the Ohio River and finally, in 1822, the
Ohio Legislature passed a resolution to begin surveying the land. The Canalway was built between 1825-1832
— with groundbreaking taking place on July 4, 1825, and completion celebrated in 1932. The Akron-Cleveland
route opened in 1827 with the first boat leaving Akron on July 3 and arriving in Cleveland to great fanfare on
July 4. The canal was carved from the wilderness to provide an invaluable link from Lake Erie to the Ohio River,
which created an inland water route between New York and New Orleans. When completed, the Ohio & Erie Ca-
nal stretched more than 300 miles through nearly 150 lift locks and connected the cities of Cleveland and
Portsmouth. It took Ohio from a struggling frontier to one of the richest and
most populous states in the nation. It facilitated cheap transportation and
promoted commerce, trade, and settlement, fueling Ohio's economic growth
and westward expansion. The Ohio & Erie Canal was a crucial part of the
larger Erie Canal system, which connected the Great Lakes to the Atlantic
Ocean, further boosting trade and westward expansion.
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The Great Flood of 1913 was the most devastating weather disaster Ohio
had ever experienced. It occurred between March 23 and March 26, after
heavy rain had fallen for several days. Ohio experienced nearly 450 deaths
from the flood and nearly 250,000 people were left homeless. The Ohio &
Erie Canalway experienced extensive damage and was soon abandoned after -
this flood -- leaving hundreds of thousands of people without jobs. Because
of the widespread damage that this flood caused, it is considered to be the
second deadliest one in the United States. While no longer used for commer-
cial transport, the canal's towpaths are now used for recreation -- with trails
for hiking, cycling, and horseback riding.

Visit https://www.ohioanderiecanalway.com/ for more information about the
Ohio & Erie Canalway.

The Moodly and Thomas Mill stood
alongside the canal in Peninsula.

MEMORIAL DAY

Our condolences to the Please watch our website and email blasts for information
family of Dick Johnson, a
former member of the
Richfield Historical Society.

He will be missed!

on the Museum'’s status on Memorial Day which is Mon-

day, May 26. Due to renovation work, the building may

not be open to the public. Restrooms will be available at :
both the Fellowship and Masonic Halls.
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v ) DID YOU KNOW Y From www.history.com

What people might not know about Julius Caesar is how his wide-ranging sexual adven-
tures impacted both his quest for power—and his death. Well known for his controversial
relationship with Egypt's queen Cleopatra, he also had affairs with the wives of both of
his closest allies, Pompey and Crassus. Then, he was rumored to be the lover of Nicode-
L mus, the king of Bithynia—so much so that his opponents nicknamed him the “Queen of
Bithynia.” When Caesar tried to speak in the king’s defense in front of the Roman Senate,

the respected poet, philosopher and statesman Cicero shut him

down: “Forget it, because no one is ignorant of what he has given to you, and what you
have given to him.” At the time of the Catiline conspiracy, an unsuccessful attempt to
overthrow the Roman republic, the conservative statesman Cato tried to incriminate Cae-
sar by having one of his letters read publicly. But instead of reading what he thought was
a conspiratorial missive from Catiline, Cato read a steamy love letter to Caesar from his
own sister, Servilia, said by the Roman historian Suetonius to be Caesar's favorite mistress
for some two decades. Servilia's son Brutus most likely wasn't his, but Caesar always
showed him particular favor. Which is why, upon seeing Brutus amongst his assassins,
Caesar stopped defending himself and, as Suetonius tells us, just uttered: You too, my son?

Everyone knows the American Civil War ended on April 9,
1865, when Robert E. Lee surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant at
Appomattox. Except—it didn't end then. Major Confederate

B armies remained in the field. For months after Appomattox,

B the U.S. government declared that the war continued, which
allowed it to use “war powers” to justify the presence of
thousands of U.S. troops in the South. So, when did the Civil
War really conclude? It's tough to say, but one little-known
fact is that its legal end came on August 20, 1866, the day—
more than 16 months after the Appomattox surrender—when
President Andrew Johnson declared the war over. The U.S.
Supreme Court ultimately upheld that date as the war’s offi-
cial end.

Developed in the 1840s, “Pitman shorthand” used phonetic symbols in place of traditional letters, allowing for
quicker and more efficient writing. The first professionals to utilize Pitman shorthand were stenographers—
clerks and secretaries transcribing legal proceedings, business meetings and other workplace communiqués.
When men vacated their secretarial jobs to fight in the Civil War, women began flowing into the field. Gradually,
stenography transformed from a majority male occupation to an almost exclusively female one, aided by a flour-
ishing of women'’s shorthand schools and a changing attitude toward women joining the workforce. Some of
these women'’s schools doubled as meeting spots for suffragists, who gathered after hours to recruit supporters,
hold fundraisers and print suffrage literature. Naturally,

the groups commingled: Suffragists learned the art of 1. Lock the desk aad you may wach we, 2. They know who is
shorthand and stenographers joined the feminist fight, reydiy 7 ‘,’,;df"5f=“;{‘xfu’m"‘;;;'.“,’u;;:'pm Sy oty et
thus linking suffrage and shorthand in the struggle for | kearbeill eieh g syucbusyan 7, W s say be was looklag the
women'’s rights. Pitman shorthand, like the Bloomer . the wity Chie etk 11, We moast ocl the vase tais week: 1 T
dress, came to symbolize female empowerment. If the thizk the last teut zmust be the best

Bloomer liberated women from their sartorial con- /-ﬂ/: L,-\»}-:fr B ot et N\, 0 B D e 1 ).
straints—long skirts, tight waists, organ-squeezing cor- 2w s f_\g}.i Oty p Lol o7y S
sets—then shorthand unshackled their orthographic L 7,._\___‘_.,8,,% 2= { »

cuffs, quickening their transcription rates and increasing _g,_‘_/_f\- N B e ﬂ_/(,-‘\, o vifn
theirjob.eflficiency. Women”often referreq to the Bloom- e i BN A .CL..‘(:_Yz-

er as their “freedom 'dr“ess. They mlg‘ht r’l’ghtly have Lo 35, >

called shorthand their “freedom spelling. ik
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2025 Membership Application Playing Cards
Dear Members of the Richfield Historical Society:

We hope you were able to take advantage of some of our educational programs in
2024. We are already filling up our calendar with 2025 TakeMeBack speakers! This is all
% possible because of YOU! Donations, memorials and membership dues are an im-
portant part of our income. We can't thank you enough for your support through the
years. THANK YOU! We will be busy in 2025 preparing for the celebration of our na-

i tion's 250th anniversary in 2026. All board members have been given their assign-
ments. We are working with the schools-who are very enthusiastic about the subject!

+ We are excited about the Revolutionary War Patriot Wall of Fame project at the muse-
um. We've already heard from 13 people about their Patriots! Need to know your
membership status? Look in the upper right hand corner of the mailing label on this
correspondence. LM is for lifetime; 2LM is for a family with two lifetime memberships;
a four digit year is the last year you had a membership; DONOR is for donation only and blank is if you have not
joined since 2016. We are honored if you choose to leave a legacy gift to the Society in your Will. Thank You!

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS
$15 INDIVIDUAL $20 FAMILY S5 STUDENT
$100 BUSINESS $150 LIFETIME

DONATIONS - PLEASE CONSIDER A DONATION IN ADDITION TO YOUR DUES
**Please check here if you would like the donation incentive gifts

D $25-S49 HISTORIAN Richfield OH Playing Cards Edition 1 or Edition 2
D $50-599 ARCHIVIST Richfield OH Playing Cards Edition 1 or Edition 2
$100-S499 CURATOR Both sets of Richfield OH Playing Cards AND Newsletter
D 5500+ PRESERVATIONIST Both sets of Richfield OH Playing Cards, Newsletter, AND Richfield
Bicentennial Throw in: Blue or Green

I[__JUNDER $25 RESEARCHER

Please designate your donation in honor or in memory of:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

HOME PHONE: CELL PHONE:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

SEND MY RHS NEWSLETTER VIA: MAIL EMAIL TEXT

PLEASE MAIL COMPLETED FORM AND PAYMENT (CHECKS TO RICHFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY) TO:
RICHFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, PO BOX 215 RICHFIELD OH 44286



serves local history here in Richfield.

JOIN US UNDER THE BIG TOP DURING RICHFIELD COMMUNITY DAY

The Richfield Historical Society will once again participate in the annual Richfield
Community Day from 1:00 to 6:00 pm on Sunday, August 10, at Richfield Woods
Park (4100 Broadview Rd). Stop by our table under the “big top” to check out
our wares, chat with our volunteers, and learn more about how the Society pre-

The Richfield Historical Society Board of Trustees meets the first
Monday of each month at the museum housed in the Old Town Hall.

The museum is open from 9:00 am to noon on Tuesdays and
Thursdays and at various points during the year for special events.
Please watch our website for news on the building’s renovation
which may interrupt our meeting and programming locations.

Follow our Facebook page or visit our website at
richfieldohiohistoricalsociety.org to learn about upcoming events and
more about the Society.

Find us on: Find us on Facebook at
n faCEbo°k® Historical Museum of Richfield, Ohio

RICHFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Paul Swan, President
Mark Mitchell, Vice President
Reggie Taussig, Treasurer
Scott Luther, Secretary
Kitty Butler, Trustee
Linda Fleming, Trustee
Dwayne Gentner, Trustee
Karen Smik, Trustee

Michal Swan, Trustee
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